Diagnostic approach to pupillary abnormalities.
This article presents an overview of the common and various kinds of pupillary disorders that can be encountered in an outpatient setting. The dorsal midbrain is a site where lesions may produce either an afferent or an efferent pupillary defect. The classic pupillary syndrome secondary to a dorsal midbrain lesion is bilateral light-near dissociation. Another recognized deficit is bilateral mydriasis. Recent reports have documented unilateral mydriasis, unilateral light-near dissociation, and a relative afferent pupillary defect without visual loss in association with lesions of the dorsal midbrain. These are rare syndromes. Careful history and examination can often identify and localize the pupillary disorder, as well as guide appropriate evaluation.